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Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome to Grade 7 Band!  This is our time to work together to inspire, create and explore music making in our band class! I am looking forward to seeing each student during in our classes.  I am equally excited to meet every parent throughout the year both at concerts and when you have time to drop by the school and see what we are doing in our class.

Please take the time to read the information contained in the following pages and discuss it with your family.  The policies and procedures outlined here will directly affect all students in the band program.  I have outlined the main points of my policies so that everyone understands these rules ahead of time. Most of all, I hope you will see that this system is designed to help maintain an open learning environment for all students in the band program. Please visit our website:  http://www.flbsd.mb.ca/vjh/website/teachers/jyohim/index.htm
I will post upcoming meetings, concerts as well as assignments on this website.

If you have any questions about anything in this handbook, please do not hesitate to ask.   You may contact me during the school day by phone (748-1932) or through email: jyochim@flbsd.mb.ca.  I will check my emails at least once during the school day and will return emails at that time.

Thank you for your help and support of the Band program.  Let’s make this a great year together!

Janet Yochim

B.Mus., B. Ed. (A.D.)(2yr.)

Instrumental Music Educator

Virden Junior High School

Virden Collegiate Institute

jyochim@flbsd.mb.ca
V.J.H. Grade 7 Band Policy

2014/2015
Purpose:   

The purpose of our band program is to expose the students to the joy of making music so that all students will reach their fullest potential as a musician.

Year – End Objectives:

1.  All students will develop their musical knowledge and work towards mastering the following general Grade 6 curricular areas:

· Music Language and Performance Skills:  students develop understanding of and facility with elements, concepts, and techniques for making music.
· Creative Expression in Music:  Students collaboratively and individually generate, develop and communicate ideas in creating original and interpretive music for a variety of purposes and audiences.
· Understanding Music in Context:  Students connect music to contexts of time, place, and community, and develop understanding of how music reflects and influences culture and identity
· Valuing musical experience:  Students analyze, reflect on and construct meaning in response to their own and others’ music.
2.  All students will work towards the curricular outcomes of the grade levels beyond this year.
	Academic Achievement of Provincial Expectations 
Grade Scale
	

	4 
80% to 100%
	Thorough understanding and in-depth application of concepts and skills

	3 
70% to 79% 
	Very good understanding and application of concepts and skills

	2 
60% to 69% 
	Basic understanding and some application of concepts and skills 

	1 
50% to 59% 
	Limited understanding and minimal application of concepts and skills; see teacher comments 

	ND 
Less than 50%
	Does Not yet Demonstrate the required understanding and application of concepts and skills; see teacher comments


3. Students will demonstrate their music knowledge using a variety of assessment strategies:  Year – end Project, Formative Assessments (Tests/Quizzes), Communicative Assessments (interviews/demonstrations), and Observational Assessments (daily participation).The Students Achievement is based on the following scale:

	
	

	
	


Music Categories and Indicators:
A.  Music Language and Performance Skills: develop your music “toolbox”.  Students develop understanding of and facility with elements, concepts, and techniques for making music.

1. Students develop skills for making music

2. Students develop skills for making music through aural, written and visual music systems

3. Students demonstrate understanding of and facility with rhythm, melody, texture and harmony in a variety of musical contexts.

4. Students demonstrate understanding of expression, timbre and form in a variety of musical contexts.

B. Creative Expression in Music:   imagine, perform, compose.   Students collaboratively and individually generate, develop and communicate ideas in creating original and interpretive music for a variety of purposes and audiences.

1. Students generate and use ideas from a variety of sources for creating music.

2. Students develop ideas in music, creatively integrating music elements, techniques, and compositional tools.

3. Students interpret, perform, and share their own and others’ music.

C. Understanding Music in Context:  who, where, when, and why music?  Students connect music to contexts of time, place and community and develop understanding of how music reflects and influences culture and identity.

1. Students experience and develop awareness of music from various times, places, social groups and cultures.

2. Students experience and develop awareness of a variety of music genres, styles, and traditions.

3. Students demonstrate understanding of the roles, purposes and meanings of music in the lives of individuals and in communities.

D. Valuing Musical Experience:  Listen, Reflect, Respond.  Students analyze, reflect on and construct meaning in response to their own and others’ music.

1. Students analyze their own and others’ musical excerpts, works, and performances. 

2. Students form personal responses to and construct meaning from their own and others’ music.
Expectations:

· Show courtesy and respect to yourself, fellow students, your teacher, your instrument and your music.

· Practice your instrument at home regularly and intelligently

· Attend all practices and performances.

· Enjoy the musical progression you make in all pieces.  All pieces have been selected for specific reasons.  The music is my gift to you, please enjoy!
Private Practice:

Practice is the key to developing skills as well as developing a finished musical product.  The student is expected to practice every other day for 20 minutes.  You can help your child practice by following the steps provided:

1. Have an assigned time when your child can practice.

2. Have an assigned area where your child can practice, including a chair, stand and pencil preferably already set up so the student can just sit down and practice.

3. Be sure that your child is equipped with reeds or oil.  Ask your child if the instrument is working well.

4. Be sure your child knows how to practice.  We study this in class and discuss how to practice (we write it on the inside of our folders).

5. Listen to your child perform pieces for you!  

Helping your child practice will improve their confidence and will show you what has been covered in class. (An excellent Christmas present would be to buy your child a metronome and tuner!) 

Performance Attendance Policy:

Being in a music ensemble means you are a member of a team.  Members must come on time or early to rehearsals, sectionals, and performances.  They must come warmed up and prepared.  Everyone is vital to the success of each rehearsal and performance.

Students are expected to have all materials necessary to participate in class, concerts and festivals.  Students who cannot make any of the events listed below are required to inform Mrs. Yochim at least one week in advance with a signed note from home.  If students do not have an excused absence they will receive a 0 for that performance grade.

The list of concert dates is listed below.  All students are REQUIRED to be at the following concert dates as well as stay for the entire concert:
Date



Place

January 15

Winter concert at Aud. 7:00 p.m. (Thursday)

February 13/14
OPTIONAL - Westman Honour Band (for those who are interested, please see me)

March 19

Virden Festival 

I will send home more information as the program is finalized.

April 28
Level One Festival – Westman Centennial Concert Auditorium,


Brandon, MB (during the school day. More information will be sent home when the times are finalized.)

May 31

Sunday – 3:00 p.m. Final Concert in the park

Concert dress is black pants, black, long sleeve dress shirt (with a collar and button front) and clean shoes (dress shoes are preferred, but clean runners are also acceptable).  These will be needed for all performances except the final Concert.  

We have a Band Parent and Student Organization that helps our band program run smoothly.  A general meeting will be held in September.  A note will be sent home regarding this meeting.  A $25 fee/student (with a cap of $50/familiy) will be collected from band members to help run a variety of programs throughout the year.  Do not send this money to the school – it is a separate fee that needs to be mailed to the Band Parent Treasurer. This money is used to offset the cost of buses to Optimist Festival, Beginner Festival, and clinics in Brandon, These fees also cover the costs for Virden Festival Fees, Optimist Festival Fees, and Beginner Festival fees.  Finally, we use the money for the awards at VJH and one scholarship to a VCI graduating student.  We will send home a note to let you know when this money will be collected.

Daily Procedures:

Studies show that school-age students are most comfortable when a regular procedure is established for classroom management.  We will use the following guidelines to make the most of our rehearsal time:

1. No gum, food or drink allowed in the Band Room.

2. Quickly get your instrument and music and take your seat.

3. Warm up and tune up.

4. Check the board for the daily agenda and put their music in order listed on the board.

5. Students will practice proper posture when the director steps on the podium.

6. Students who do not bring their instruments to school will “air play” as if they do have instruments.

Air Playing:

When a student does not have an instrument (for any reason) that students will “air play” during class – finger through the music as if using a real instrument.  This way, the student can still gain some benefit from being in band class by learning more about how the music should sound.  Air playing is just as serious as real playing and the same posture rules apply.

Concert Etiquette:

Since performance is a major objective of any band, students must learn and understand concert etiquette and put that knowledge into practice when attending concerts.

1. Everyone should remain seated during the performance of each selection.  If you must leave during a concert you should quietly exit between musical selections.

2. There should be no talking or other distractions during another group’s performance.

3. If you are entering the auditorium after the concert has already started, always wait until the end of the current musical piece before finding your seat.

4. At the end of each selection the audience should applaud.

5. When a piece is over, always wait until the conductor lowers his/her arms before applauding. 

Instruments and Equipment:

Every student must have his/her own instrument in class every day.  If a student forgets an instrument (or any other required materials), the entire ensemble suffers.  Students must bring a note from a parent if the instrument is in the shop.

To prevent instrument loss:

· Attach a nametag to the instrument with the students name clearly written on it.

· Write down the serial number of the instrument and keep it at home in a safe place

· Take the instrument home every day (so you can practice)!

Instrument  - Specific Materials:

Each band student is required to bring the following materials to band class every day:

· Music folder with music (I supply the folder and music)

· Pencil

· Instrument in working condition

· Pencil
· Cleaning/maintenance supplies

· Pencil
The following is a list of extra materials needed for use with each of the instruments of the Band.  Refer only to the instrument that your child will be learning.
Flute: Tuning rod and cleaning cloth/swab. 

Clarinet, Bass Clarinet, and Saxophones: Boxes of reeds of strength "2" will need to be purchased periodically.  Rico Royale (blue box) is a good medium-priced and consistent brand name for both clarinet and saxophone, whereas Mitchell Lurie (clarinet), Hemke (saxophone), and Van Doren (clarinet and saxophone) are better reeds to be using. Reeds ordinarily last just a couple of weeks, but rotating them will maximize performance.  Students should have at least three working reeds in class at all times.  Other supplies include a cleaning cloth with a string and weight, plastic or metal reed holders, and cork grease.  Neck straps are required for saxophones as well. 

Trumpet, Horn, Euphonium, and Tuba: Valve oil for regular lubrication, tuning slide grease for regular lubrication of tuning slides and triggers. Horn rotary-valve string may be obtained at the school when needed.  Although not required, trumpet players are recommended to also obtain a "combination" straight and cup mute, which will cover most performance needs.  Also recommended is a cleaning snake.                               

 

Trombones: Slide cream and water spray bottle for frequent lubrication of the moving slide, tuning slide grease for regular lubrication of the tuning slide.  Also recommended is a cleaning snake.                               

 

Percussion:  A practice pad for practice at home would be beneficial.  Concert snare sticks (wooden), hard rubber or plastic bell mallets, and a pair of medium yarn mallets (for auxiliary percussion).  Grade 8 - S4 percussion students need to add a pair of medium soft timpani mallets to their collection.  Percussionists are strongly urged to label each pair of sticks and mallets, and to obtain a stick bag to store and protect these items. ALL PERCUSSIONISTS are responsible for keeping school owned percussion equipment clean and in good working order. 



Handbook
Student and Parent Affirmation

Please return this affirmation to school tomorrow.

Keep the Handbook for your reference.
Student: I read the band policy handbook and understand it. I will do my best to honour it this year.

Signature: _________________________________   Date: ________________

Parents/Guardians: 
I read the band policy handbook and my child has discussed it with me. I understand it and will support it.

Signature: _________________________________   Date: ________________

Our family    (does     (does not     have access to the Internet at home.

Student Email: ___________________________________________________

Parent/guardian Email: ____________________________________________

Emails will be used to send notes home and for communication.  Be sure these addresses are correct.

Questions/Comments:
Student Name: _____________________     Date: ____________________
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