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Dear Students and Parents:

Welcome to our Grade 5 Music Class!  This is our time to work together to inspire, create and explore music making in our band class! I am looking forward to seeing each student during in our classes.  I am equally excited to meet every parent throughout the year both at concerts and when you have time to drop by the school and see what we are doing in our class.

Please take the time to read the information contained in the following pages and discuss it with your family.  The policies and procedures outlined here will directly affect all students in the music program.  I hope to create an open learning environment for all students in the music program to learn and grow. 

Please visit our website:  http://www.flbsd.mb.ca/vjh/website/teachers/jyohim/index.htm
I will post upcoming concerts, class updates as well as assignments on this website.

If you have any questions about anything in this handbook, please do not hesitate to ask.   You may contact me during the school day by phone (748-1932) or through email: jyochim@flbsd.mb.ca.  I will check my emails at least once during the school day and will return emails at that time.

Thank you for your help and support of the Virden Junior High Music program.  Let’s make this a great year together!

Janet Yochim

B.Mus., B. Ed. (A.D.)(2yr.)

Instrumental Music Educator

Virden Junior High School

Virden Collegiate Institute

jyochim@flbsd.mb.ca
V.J.H. Grade 5 Music Policy

2013/2014
Purpose:   

The purpose of our Music program is to expose the students to the joy of making music so that all students will reach their fullest potential as a musician.  I believe that every student is a music maker, creator and composer.  Students in grade 5 music are continuing a journey towards becoming creative, musically literate adults - the kind of citizens who will truly enrich their own lives and the lives of their future communities.

The General learning outcomes for Grade 5 Music are comprised of the following:

Music Language and Performance Skills


· Students develop understanding of and facility with music elements, concepts, techniques and processes.
Creative Expression

· Students collaboratively and individually generate, develop and communicate ideas to create interpretive and original music for diverse purposes and audiences.
Music in Context 

· Students connect music to contexts of time, place, and community and understand how music reflects and influences culture and identity.
Valuing Musical Experience 

· Students analyze, reflect, and construct meaning in response to music created by themselves and others.
Students will be evaluated using a variety of assessment tools.  Written tests, teacher observations, groups performances/reflections, group projects, and self assessments.  These assessment tools will emphasize the student’s ability to apply the skills acquired in class, as well as developing a finished musical product.

	Grade Scale 
	Academic Achievement of Provincial Expectations 

	4 
	Thorough understanding and in-depth application of concepts and skills 

	3 
	Very good understanding and application of concepts and skills 

	2 
	Basic understanding and some application of concepts and skills 

	1 
	Limited understanding and minimal application of concepts and skills; see teacher comments 

	ND 
	Does Not yet Demonstrate the required understanding and application of concepts and skills; see teacher comments 


Expectations:

· Show courtesy and respect to yourself, your fellow students, your teacher, your instrument and your music.

· Enjoy the musical progression you make throughout the year in all activities.  All pieces and activities have been selected for specific reasons.  The music is my gift to you, so please enjoy.


Handbook
Student and Parent Affirmation

Please return this affirmation to school tomorrow.

Keep the Handbook for your reference.
Student: I read the music policy handbook and understand it. I will do my best to honor it this year.

Signature: _________________________________   Date: ________________

Parents/Guardians: 
I read the band policy handbook and my child has discussed it with me. I understand it and will support it.

Signature: _________________________________   Date: ________________

Our family    (does     (does not     have access to the Internet at home.

Student Email: ___________________________________________________

Parent/guardian Email: ____________________________________________

Emails will be used to send notes home and for communication.  Be sure these addresses are correct.

Questions/Comments:
Student Name: _____________________     Date: ____________________
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